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SYNOPSIS

Peter, a psychotherapist, and Suzanne, a professional dominatrix,
have been meeting once a week for over two years. In the privacy of a
dungeon room in an S & M house, Suzanne delicately pierces, prods
and ultimately soothes Peter as they engage in sensual, dominance
and submission reenactments. Peter’s wife Pat knows about her
husband’s other life, but there is an understanding between them;
what happens in the dungeon is relegated to the world of fantasy.
There are rules. Now it seems those rules are about to be broken
as Peter and Suzanne, undeniably drawn to each other, agree to see
each other on the outside. Though Suzanne is clearly ambivalent
about any sort of physical intimacy, Peter becomes increasingly
obsessed with consummating their relationship. The more Suzanne
pulls away, the harder Peter finds it to let go. As they meet in
coffee shops, bars and restaurants throughout New York City,
Peter remembers the erotic “scenes” between them and the
relationship these fantasies have to his past.  A sudden crisis in
Suzanne’s life leads Peter to a meeting with Suzanne’s family where
some of her own past torments are revealed.  What draws Peter and
Suzanne together, however, is also what pulls them apart.  Even
though both see the impossibility of the affair, it is Peter who
suffers most when Suzanne decides to cut off contact. Whether or
not this resolves the emotional and erotic issues the relationship
created for both of them remains a question.

Festivals: São Paulo International Film Festival, Cinequest Film
Festival, Jacksonville Film Festival, Port Townsend Film Festival,
Film Fest New Haven, Cinekink NYC 2005, Northampton Independent
Film Festival, US Virgin Islands Int’l Film Festival, Minneapolis-
St.Paul International film festival.

Awards: Best of the Fest, Northampton Independent Film Festival;
Best Narrative Feature, Cinekink NYC 2005



“GOING UNDER”
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

In 1960 Antonioni distributed a statement on behalf of his film
“L’Avventura.”  He compared the experimental world of science,
which is always ready to question what is the assumed reality in
order to advance forward, with the fixed and rigid ideas of human
morality which people continue to fall back on even though it is
entirely unsuited to their needs.  But whereas Antonioni saw
eroticism as a symptom "from which the emotions are suffering," and
the restlessness and lack of commitment in his characters as a sign
of the unhealthy state of Eros, the characters in "Going Under" use
eroticism as a way to release themselves from pressures of past
psychological wounds.

In depicting the pursuit of ecstasy that the lead characters engage
in while practicing S & M, the intention is to highlight Suzanne and
Peter’s pleasure, their nakedness, their daring.  Visually this
translates into imagery that celebrates the experience of the
characters, but in a non-exploitive manner.  What is key is that there
is no moral judgment attached.  The characters in this film are not
depicted as unhealthy, but rather as people making ‘creative
adjustments’ to increase their awareness of themselves and others.

Antonioni's views on the state of social relations and his implication
that a useless historical morality has created inadequate human
conditions may be accurate, but the story of “Going Under” attempts
to show people in revolt against these conditions.  In the prescribed
world of the S & M house, Peter and Suzanne can safely challenge
their societal roles in a self-created erotic theater.  However, it is
when these characters agree to see one another outside this
context that they ‘fall’ into trouble.

In another context Marguerite Duras has described the situation:
between two people, dissimilar in many ways, their intense but
infrequent meetings "…will be the common ground where universal
factors of eroticism, love, and unhappiness will appear in an
implacable light."  This is what the film hopes to accomplish as both
a statement on the contemporary world and as a dialogue with
certain films of the past.



“GOING UNDER”
KEY BIOS

DIRECTOR/CO-WRITER – ERIC WERTHMAN
Eric Werthman has been a practicing psychotherapist for over
twenty-five years.  Before and during this career he has been
involved in filmmaking.  He worked for Walter Manley Productions
for four years, is a graduate of the NYU’s ‘Sight  and Sound’
intensive film workshop and made one short fiction film, The
Scalper's Lament before making his feature film debut with Going
Under.

CO-WRITER/CO-PRODUCER – JESSICA GOHLKE
A graduate of Sarah Lawrence College and NYU’s ‘Sight and Sound’
workshop, Jessica Gohlke has been writing screenplays and working
in film production for the last 10 years.  Her previous
collaboration was with director Amir Naderi and culminated in the
feature film A, B, C…MANHATTAN which premiered in the ‘Un
Certain Regard’ section of the Cannes Film Festival in 1997 and
then went on to screen in the ‘American Spectrum’ section of the
1998 Sundance Film Festival. In addition, Jessica has written and
directed two short films, one of which (Between the Devil and the
Deep Blue Sea) features a lead role performance by Edward Norton.

CO-PRODUCER/EDITOR – VLAD NIKOLIC
In addition to teaching filmmaking at the New School for Social
Research and NYU’s continuing education program, Vlad Nikolic is an
award-winning writer/director of shorts, music videos,
documentaries, and commercials.  These credits include the
independent feature, Burn, which he produced, wrote and directed
in NYC and also “love”, which has it’s new york theatrical premiere
at the two boots pioneer theater in February, 2006.

CINEMATOGRAPHER – VLADIMIR SUBOTIC
Vlad Subotic is an award winning cinematographer from Belgrade.
He shot love by vladan nikolic, which co-stars geno lechner. Other
credits include autobiography of a Tibetan monk, play your own
thing, the specialists(shooting this summer in germany).  He will
work with vlad nikolic again in the fall on 2006 on zenith.



“GOING UNDER”
LEAD ACTOR BIOS

ROGER REES (Peter) – Roger Rees has moved fluidly from stage,
television and film throughout his career, though he earned his
first acclaim with the Royal Shakespeare Company, starring in such
RSC productions as HAMLET, LOVE’S LABOUR’S LOST, CYMBELINE,
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING, THE SUICIDE, and the title role in THE
LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF NICHOLAS NICKELBY (Tony Award, Olivier
Award and Emmy Nomination for best actor).

In the West End, Mr. Rees created the starring roles in Tom
Stoppard’s THE REAL THING and HAPGOOD and in his own thriller,
DOUBLE DOUBLE, co-authored with Eric Elice.  In New York, he
appeared in INDISCRETIONS (Tony and Drama Desk Nominations), John
Robin Baitz’s THE END OF THE DAY (Obie Award), THE REHEARSAL
(Roundabout), THE UNEASY CHAIR (Playwrights Horizon), THE
MISANTHROPE (Classic Stage Company), and most recently in UNCLE
VANYA (Brooks Atkinson Theater) alongside Laura Linney and Derek
Jacobi.

On television, Mr. Rees has a recurring role on NBC’s WEST WING
as Lord Marbury, and has also appeared on THREE SISTERS, OZ, MY
SO-CALLED LIFE, and was a series regular on CHEERS, M.A.N.T.I.S.
and BOSTON COMMON.

Mr. Rees has starred in such films as A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM,
NEXT STOP WONDERLAND, SUBSTANCE OF FIRE, TROUBLE ON THE
CORNER, IF LOOKS COULD KILL, Mel Brooks’ ROBINHOOD: MEN IN
TIGHTS and Bob Fosse’s STAR 80.  Recently released films include
Julie Taymor’s FRIDA where Mr. Rees stars with Selma Hayek, Chuck
Russell’s THE SCORPIAN KING, Michael Hoffman’s THE EMPORER’S
CLUB where he plays opposite Kevin Kline and GOOSE CREEK STORY
where Mr. Rees stars with Mary McDonnell.

GENO LECHNER (Suzanne) – Geno Lechner started her career in
the theater and has performed extensively on stage in Germany,
England and France.  She has interpreted Moliere, Mamet, Checkov,
Lorca, Pinter, Fassbinder, Schiller, Mueller, Ayckbourn as well as
many others.  Original productions include TAKING SIDES in the
West End, directed by Harold Pinter, A TORT ET A RAISON with
Michel Bouquet and Claude Brasseur at the Theater Montparnasse



in Paris and THE FOREST, directed by Robert Wilson at the Brooklyn
Academy of Music in New York.

Since 1990, Ms. Lechner has been involved in such memorable films
as Steven Speilberg’s SHINDLER’S LIST, IMMORTAL BELOVED,
directed by Bernhard Rose, and hal Hartley’s FLIRT.  Ms. Lechner
has also worked with Raoul Peck in NOT ABOUT LOVE, Cynthia Beatt
in PARTY, Rudolphe Thome in LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT, Harald Bergman
in SCARDANELLI, Yolande Zauberman in LA GUERRE A PARIS, Wonsuk
Chin in TOO TIRED TO DIE and Nick Ward in THE PRESENT among
others.  In 1996, Ms. Lechner received the Best Actress Award at
the Mar del Plata Int’l Film Festival in Argentina for her lead role
performance in GESCHE’S GIFT, the story of Gesche Gottfried, a
notorious serial killer who lived in Bremen between 1785 and 1835.
Most recently, Ms. Lechner played the lead role in CHARLOTTE,
directed by Ulrike von Ribbeck and also appeared in EN GARDE by
Elyse Polat.

Ms. Lechner has been involved in numerous other types of projects
and has collaborated with such notables as Jon Jost, Arto Lindsay,
Joan Jonas, David Byrne, Fouad El Khoury and Nan Goldin.



“GOING UNDER”

CAST LIST
(in order of appearance)

Suzanne………………………… GENO LECHNER

Peter…………………………….. ROGER REES

Pat……………………………….. KIT FLANAGAN

Lisa………………………………. SARA RAMIREZ

Teenage  Boy………………….. ARTIE VALENTINO

Larry……………………………. BRIAN J. KEANE

Herb…………………………….. JOE LATIMORE

Crying Man……………………. JON JOHNSON

Miko……………………………… MIHO NIKAIDO

6 Year Old Peter…………….. MILES M. WILLIAMS

Teacher…………………………. MARGUERITE STIMPSON

Mother………………………….. ELAINE BROMKA

13 Year Old Peter…………... ZACHARY LEE

Teenage Suzanne…………….. MARY KING

Elizabeth………………………. MARTHA MILLAN

Paula……………………………. WENDY SCHARFMAN

Juno……………………………… PHYLLIS SOMERVILLE

Man In Bookstore……………. DAVID LITTLE

Woman In Bookstore………... ANGELA PIETROPINTO
Terry……………………………. ANGELA FORREST

Walter…………………………. RICHARD EAGAN



Steve……………………………. BEAU VAN DONKELAAR

Gretchen………………………. JENNY STERLIN

May………………………………. ELIZABETH MASUCCI

“GOING UNDER”
CREW LIST

Director………………………… ERIC WERTHMAN

Writers…………………………. JESSICA GOHLKE & ERIC WERTHMAN

Co-Producers…………………. JESSICA GOHLKE & VLAD NIKOLIC

Cinematograhy……………….. VLADIMIR SUBOTIC

Production Designer……….. ANN MCKINNON

Editor…………………………… VLAD NIKOLIC

Music……………………………. DAVID DARLING

Costume Designer…………… DONNA ZAKOWSKA

Casting…………………………. DENISE FITZGERALD

Line Producer………………… SCOTT ZEITZ

UPM………………………………. SIRAD BALDUCCI

1st Asst. Director…….………. TERRY LEONARD

2nd Asst. Director…….……… JOSH LEVINE

Script Supervisor……………. LISA McNEIL

POC………………………………. THOMAS CALESHU

Location Manager……………. JENNIFER QUESENBERY

Asst. Location Manager…….. MICHAEL DUDEK

Art Director……………….….. ANDREW STEEVER



Prop Master…………………… TYLER ROSEN

Set Dresser.…………………… JASON SINOPOLI

Addt’l dresser………………… EDWIGE GEMINEL
DAVID. T. RAY

Hair/Make-up…………………… LEO WON

Additional M/U………………… BRIAN ABBOTT
ROBERTO CAGEY
LEEZA ANN RAWLINS
JEFF SILVERMAN

Wardrobe Assistant………… MICHAEL OWEN

1st Asst. Camera………………. CAMILLE FREER

2nd Asst. Camera………………. JASON VANDERMER

2nd Asst. Camera………………. KENNETH THOMPSON

Addt’l Camera…………………. ERIC O’CONNOR

Loader…………………………… MARKUS MENTZNER

Sound Mixer…………………… GRIFFIN RICHARDSON

Boom Operator………………... THOMAS COLLARDEAU

Addt’l Boom……………………. ROY MARASIGAN

Gaffer…………………………... CORNELIUS SCHULTZE-KRAFT

Best Boy Electric……………. PETE MCGILL

Key Grip…………………………. JASON VELEZ

Best Boy Grip………………….. ROBERT IZZO

Swing..…………………………… JEFFREY KIM

Addt’l Grip……………………... JAMES HEERDEGEN
RON MORALES
BRENT POLESKI
PERRY UNJANG

Sound Editor………………….. LOGAN SUSNICK



Asst. Editor……………………. MASAKO TSUMURA

Extras Casting………………... ELAINE GORDON MODEL MGMT

Still Photography…………… STEVE LEWIS

Legal Counsel………………… EMERSON BRUNS

Key PA…………………………… ROCHELLE GIBSON

Set PA…………………………… TOURE FOLKES

Set PA…………………………… BO WRIGHT

Set PA…………………………… ALEX FELL

Craft Service PA…………….. LOGAN HALE

Location PA………..…………… SCOTT FERLISI

Wardrobe PA………………….. BRIAN JENSEN

Addt’l PA……………………….. MATT FELDMAn
RYAN FIDRICK
SALLY HASRELL
SHELLEY HERBERT
MAURICIO SOTO

Office Intern………………….. MATT MARHEFKA

Art Dept. Intern……………… JANEL PETERSON

Art Dept. Intern……………… MAGGIE RISO

Camera Dept. Intern…………. PATRICE BURKES


